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25. Sanitary pads &
tamrons, napkin liners...
24.Plums & s

oes, fresh

23. Generating sets with
diesel engine,<=75kVA

22. Wooden furniture,
nes.

21. Polyethylene,
specific gravity <0,94, in...

20. Printed books,
brochures & similar,...

19. Fruit stones &
kernels

18. Marble & travertine,
cut

17. Wine of fresh
qgrapes, <=2L

16. Polyethylene
terephthalate, in...

15. Food preparations,

n.e.5.

rt

1. Gold, unwrought, for
non-monetary purposes

Jewellery of precious

metal, n.e.s.

3. Nuts & seeds,
prepared/preserved,...

Lebanon in China

14. Generating sets with
diesel engine, >375kVA
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4. Beauty, make-up &
skincare preparations,...

5. Waste & scrap of
aluminium

6. Diamonds, unworked

. 7. Grapes, fresh

8. Nuts, nes.

9. Bananas & plantains

10. Medicaments for
retail sale, n.e.s.

11. Guts, bladders &
stomachs

12. Fruits, fresh, n.e.s.

13. Cherries, fresh

Lebanon's products with
potential to China

Legend

1,2,3  Export potential rank
®  Demand
Supply

@ Frecious metals
Jewellery & precious metal articles
. Fruits
@ rood products n.es. (processed or preserved)
[ ) Beauty products & perfumes
Metals (except ferrous & precious)
Pearls & (semi-Jprecious stones
Machinery, electricity
Plastics & rubber
Nuts

Pharmaceutical components

Paper products

Eqgs, honey and edible animal praductsnes.
Beverages (alcoholic)

Mineral resources

Wood products

ITC Export Potential Map
exportpotential.intracen.org




25, Footwear,

rubber/plastic soles &...
24, Parts of
telecommunication...

23. Ceramic
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1. Mobile phones

. 2. Photosensitive
semiconductor devices
. 3. Motor vehicles for the
transport of <10...

4. Static converters

laboratory reagents,... o5 Automatic
data-processing...
21. Ceramic flags & °
paving, hearth/wall tiles 6. Wheeled toys, dolls &
Ls puzzles
20. Parts & accessories
for motor vehicles, n.e.s. [ ] China in Lebanon o 7.Ekctic
accumulators, n.e.s.
19. Human & animal
blood, blood fractions &.. 8. Lead-acid
accumulators, n.e.s.
18. Articles of plastics &
other materials, n.e.s. 9. Electric lamps &
lighting fittings, n.e.s.
17. Ceramic sanitary ’
fixtures, of porcelain ‘ " 10. Mot]orcyclesJ pis]ton
! engine |50-250cm3
16. LED lamps, 4
electrical machines,... .
' Reception/conversion/transmission...

15. Reception

apparatus for television,...
14. Footwear,
rubber/plastic soles &..
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12, Air conditioning

achines for walls
13. New rugber

pneumatic tyres, for...

China's products with
potential to Lebanon

Legend

1,23 Export potential rank
@ Demand
Supply

Electronic equipment
Machinery, electricity
Motor vehicles & parts

Miseellanous manufactured products

Ceramic articles

Plastics & rubber

Footwear

Pharmaceutical components
® chemicals

ITC Export Potential Map
exportpotential.intracen.org
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Economic Relations between Lebanon and China in 2024

Overview:
Lebanese Exports to China in 2024: $ 21 million
Lebanese Imports from China in 2024: $ 1.9 billion

Historical Largest Lebanese Export Value to China: $ 58 million (2007)
Historical Largest Lebanese Import Value from China: $ 2.6 billion (2022)
Historical Largest Lebanese Trade Balance Deficit with China: $ 2.6 billion (2022)

Trade Exchange

China ranked first on the list of Lebanon's most important import sources in 2024, with Lebanese
imports from China accounting for 12 percent of total Lebanese imports. Meanwhile, China ranked
33" on the list of Lebanon's most important export markets, accounting for approximately 1
percent of total exports.

Trade Exchange between Lebanon and China in 2024 (in millions of $)
Year Exports Imports Trade Balance
1995 0.4 239.2 -238.8
2000 2 287.1 -285.1
2005 26 734.4 -708.4
2010 50 1,637.90 -1,587.90
2016 7 2,094.10 -2,087.10
2017 17 1,879.10 -1,862.10
2018 22.2 2,048.10 -2,025.90
2019 13.6 1,626.50 -1,612.90
2020 16.1 747.6 -731.5
2021 15.6 1,263.40 -1,247.80
2022 15.5 2,675.40 -2,659.90
2023 21.1 2,061.00 -2,039.90
2024 20.8 1,952.60 -1,931.90

Source: Lebanese Customs
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Trade Exchange between Lebanon and China in 2024
(in millions of S)
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Traded Products between the Two Countries
HS Lebanese Exports to China in 2024 Value Weight %
(thousand $) (tons)
74 Copper and articles thereof 12,093 2,475 58%
18 Cocoa and cocoa preparations 5,096 129 25%
85 Electrical machinery and equipment 592 27 3%
76 Aluminium and articles thereof. 588 301 3%
79 Zinc and articles thereof. 513 490 2%
Others 1,866 5,691 10%
Total 20,748 9,113 100%
Source: Lebanese Customs

In 2024, copper was among the main categories exported from Lebanon to China. More
specifically, the main sub-categories exported were:

Copper waste and scrap (HS 74.04) with a value of $ 11 million and a weight of 2,300 tons.
Chocolate and other food preparations containing cacao (HS 18.06) with a value of $ 5

million and a weight of 129 tons.

Refined copper and copper alloys, unwrought (HS 74.03) with a value of $ 1 million and

weight of 175 tons.

Zinc waste and scrap (HS 79.02) with a value of $ 0.5 million and a weight of 490 tons.

Center for Economic Research




HS Lebanese Imports from China in 2024 Value Weight %
(thousand $) (tons)
85 Electrical machinery and equipment 463,903 64,335 24%
84 Machinery 239,125 53,615 12%
87 Vehicles other than railway or tramway 158,049 25,763 8%
39 Plastics and articles thereof 114,840 71,809 6%
72 Iron and steel 99,923 137,987 5%
73 Articles of iron or steel 65,238 36,005 3%
95 Toys, games and sports requisites 54,568 15,957 3%
40 Rubber and articles thereof 51,662 18,242 3%
94 Furniture 46,270 15,840 2%
60 Knitted or crocheted fabrics 39,878 17,393 2%
Others 619,162 291,725 | 33%
Total 1,952,618 748,671 | 100%

Source: Lebanese Customs

In 2024, the main Lebanese imports from China were electrical machinery, machinery, vehicles
and plastics. More specifically, the main sub-categories imported were:

Telephone sets, including telephones for cellular use (HS 85.17) with a value of $ 208
million and a weight of 1,283 tons.

Diodes, transistors and similar semiconductor devices (HS 85.41) with a value of $ 73
million and a weight of 32,880 tons.

Motor cars and other motor vehicles (HS 87.03) with a value of $ 63 million and a weight
of 4,928 tons.

Flat-rolled products of iron or non-alloy steel (HS 72.10) with a value of $ 51 million and
a weight of 66,964 tons.

Parts and accessories of the motor vehicles (HS 87.08) with a value of $ 45 million and a
weight of 9,826 tons.

New pneumatic tyres, of rubber (HS 40.11) with a value of $ 42 million and a weight of
15,086 tons.

Air conditioning machines (HS 84.15) with a value of $ 37 million and a weight of 9,472
tons.

Electric accumulators (HS 85.07) with a value of $ 35 million and a weight of 6,352 tons.
Motorcycles (HS 87.11) with a value of $ 33 million and a weight of 7,067 tons.

According to the trade flow between the two countries in 2024, the share of imports of animal,
agricultural, and food products from China amounted to approximately $97.6 million, representing
5 percent of Lebanon's total imports from China, while this share amounted to 19 percent of
Lebanon's total imports from all countries. The value of this share of Lebanese exports to China
amounted to $5.2 million, representing 25 percent, while this share amounted to 26 percent of
Lebanon's total exports to all countries.
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Over the past five years, Lebanese exports to China increased by 29 percent in 2024 compared to
2020. The following table highlights the customs chapters that experienced increases and

decreases.
.. Change
g | Lebanese Exportsto Chinain | 5,0 | 5001 | 2022 | 2023 | 2024 | 20-24
2024 %
74 Copper and articles thereof 4,822 | 8,333 8,510 9,088 | 12,093 | 151%
18 Cocoa and cocoa preparations 2,603 | 2,038 4,553 8,097 | 5,096 96%
85 Electrical machinery and 19 | 7 120 | 136 | 592 | 202%
equipment
76 Aluminium and articles thereof. 1,622 | 1,354 217 106 588 -64%
79 Zinc and articles thereof. 26 7 0 84 513 1873%
Others 6,785 | 3,910 2,058 3,580 | 1,866 72%
Total 16,054 | 15,649 | 15,458 | 21,091 | 20,748 | 29%

Lebanese imports from China also increased by 161 percent in 2024 compared to 2020. The
following table highlights the customs chapters affected by the increase.

Lebanese Imports Change
HS | o oy | 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 | 0N
g5 | Electrical machinery |\ o ooc | 397759 | 1207273 | 607,351 | 463903 | 199%
and equipment
84 machinery 94407 | 178,446 | 272.755 | 245770 | 239125 | 153%
g7 | Vveniclesotnerthan | oq 007 | 67156 | 202,317 | 155891 | 158049 | 444%
railway or tramway
39 P'as“ctshgfgo?”'c'es 45710 | 72,053 | 106,605 | 100,073 | 114,840 | 151%
72 Iron and steel 13822 | 32927 | 51371 | 106923 | 99923 | 623%
73 A”'C'e;g;"o” OF 117362 | 24510 | 46927 | 57455 | 65238 | 276%
95 Toys, gamesand | ) 00 | 3955 | 42021 | 49608 | 54568 | 280%
SpOftS I'eC]UISIteS
40 R“bbetrhi?go‘;i‘”'c'es 15511 | 45873 | 70,092 | 56441 | 51662 | 233%
94 Furniture 15776 | 28207 | 50581 | 51556 | 46270 | 193%
60 K”'tte‘]};grfgg‘:heted 0610 | 20604 | 30252 | 28863 | 39878 | 315%
Others 336,719 | 381,937 | 595162 | 601044 | 619.162 | 83%
Total 747597 | 1.263.427 | 2,675,356 | 2,060,975 | 1,952.618 | 161%
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Product with Export Potential from Lebanon to China

Tariff Number of
Product Export Actual Unrealized Imposed by | Requirements
Potential Exports Potential Chinaon to Export to
Lebanon China
710812 Gold,
unwrought, for 12'm 0 12'm 0% 12
non-monetary
purposes
711319 Jewellery
of precious 1.4m 0 1.4m 8 to 10%?* 22
metals
330499 Beauty,
make-up & 0.5m 0.3m 0.2m 1062 69
skincare
preparations
710231
Diamonds, 0.3m 0 0.3m 3% 6
unworked
Source: ITC Export Potential Map m refers to millions of $

It is important to note that China can be a target market for luxurious and beauty products due to
the increasing demand of such categories. Moreover, e-commerce is among the major tools that
can grant access to the Chinese markets®. Hence, Lebanon can find different opportunities in
these sectors.

Product with Export Potential from China to Lebanon

The products with greatest export potential from China to Lebanon are Mobile phones, Motor
vehicles for the transport of <10 persons and Photosensitive semiconductor devices. China has the
highest supply capacity in Yarn wovens, >=85% textured polyester, dyed. Motor vehicles for the
transport of <10 persons is the product that faces the strongest demand potential in Lebanon.

! Tariff rate and requirements differ according to the Product National Tariff Line Code (8 Digit Code Harmonized
System) adopted by China (ITC)

2 Tariff rate and requirements differ according to the Product National Tariff Line Code (8 Digit Code Harmonized
System) adopted by China (cosmetics).

3 More details can be found here
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https://www.macmap.org/en/query/results?reporter=156&partner=422&product=711319&level=6
https://www.macmap.org/en/query/results?reporter=156&partner=422&product=330499&level=6
https://backend.ccib.org.lb/storage/publications-list/6c84d880-c416-4b58-a7ae-c947aa5b7696/Conquering%20the%20Chinese%20market.pdf

